
 
Dear friends and family, 
 
It is beginning to look a lot like Christmas here in 
northern Ghana. Harmattan is setting in; the wind is 
blowing, the dust is in the air, no clouds in the sky, and it 
is dry. It is interesting how different contexts bring 
different associations and perspectives to life. While 
there is no snow, no Christmas tree, no Christmas music 
blaring from the radio, there is still the awaiting of the 
King of Kings. As we live in our context here, we would 
like to share some thoughts and perspectives from here 
as we think about Christmas. 
 

As we thought about aspects of daily life here, we 
thought, “There is much we can talk about that correlates 
between life here and the Christmas story.” While there 
is truth to that statement, because the incarnation of God 
into human flesh is the same in any part of the world, 
some of our assumptions regarding the story may not be 
true. We see loads of donkeys here where we live, due to 
their use for pulling carts to fetch water. Alas, Matthew 
and Luke don’t mention a donkey in this story, though 
we imagine Mary riding one from Nazarath to 
Bethlehem. It is possible that she rode a donkey as a 
pregnant lady. Or did she walk? We don’t know. We then 
thought about the stable, because there are rooms 
dedicated to animals here that are attached to the house 
compounds. However, that is not explicitly stated in the 
birth narratives of Jesus either. There is speculation over 
where he was laid. The point, it was a humble place.  
 
So what correlations do we think of now? Mary 
definitely was pregnant, and that is something that is 
praised here in Northern Ghana. People try to take care 
of pregnant women as well as newborns and their 
mothers. New life is celebrated. People come to greet the 
mother and child. This included the shepherds and then 
wise men. We can only imagine the excitement of them 
seeing the Hope of Nations, God With Us in Mary’s 
arms.  
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Harmattan is a time of the year from November to 
January when cool winds blow dust south from the 
Sahara Desert over West Africa. The dust lingers in 

the air and it makes it seem cloudy. 

In the villages here, a house will have sleeping 
rooms, storage rooms, and also a few rooms for 

sheep/goats, larger livestock like a cow or donkey, 
and fowl. These are two different kinds of animal 

rooms connected to the compound. 
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• Pray for successful literacy day events 

in Komba communities raising 

grassroot support for Komba classes. 

• Pray for a successful completion of 

team checking Jeremiah and 

Lamentations before the end of the 

year.  

• Pray that pieces will come together 

for lots of consultant checking in the 

beginning of the new year. 

• Please pray for us as we grow into the 

vocation of parents and for our child. 

• How may we pray for you? Please let 

us know so that we may be praying 

for you! 

Checks written to Lutheran Bible 
Translators with Ersland Ministry on 

the memo line. You can also give 
online at LBT.org 

Prayer Requests 
Here in Komba society, people go to greet the mother and newborn 
child. Blessings are spoken over the child and gifts of money (for 
the mother to buy food to eat), soap (for washing and caring for the 
baby), or cloth (for the mother to make an outfit or to be used some 
other way) are given to the mother.  
 
While there is little known from Scripture regarding Christmas, the 
most important themes come through loud and clear: Jesus is God 
incarnate as man. He came to save humans in a humble manner 
filled with pain and suffering. He came for all people. This is 
beautiful. It is translatable. It is an embodiment that every human 
can associate with, because regardless of whether people have 
donkeys, stables, shepherds, gold, or know where Bethlehem is 
located, they can relate to pregnancy and birth. The life of Jesus in 
Mary’s womb is clear and celebrated, just like Elizabeth and Mary 
share in Luke 2:39-44. His transition of life outside the womb is a 
celebration as we see, touch, hear, and smell this baby.  
 

May God be with you this Adventide and Christmas as we are 
reminded that God dwells with us.  
 
Confident in Christ, 
Michael and Naomi Ersland 

Donkeys are often used in the dry season to pull carts of water from the river (top left). In Komba Lutheran churches they 
have a naming ceremony in which a child is baptized and then given their name. It is a time of celebration and thanking God 

for the child, while praying over the child, instructing the parents, and pronouncing blessings (top right).   

 

Experience God’s Word through music! Every verse of the New Testament is 
sung to express the emotion and depth of the Bible. Visit lbt.org/LivingWater.  


