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New Year’s Day. Then to my surprise, on Jan. 5,

The Translation Legacy
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n Africa virtually everyone grows up speaking
more than one language. However, the mother
tongue, the language spoken in the family, is the
one that provides ethnic identity and a sense of
belonging.
During the years in Cote d’Ivoire, Jonathan was
active in encouraging local speakers to develop
and document their unwritten languages. One
was a neighbor of Anyi, the Nghlwa. (The people
call themselves “Gwa.”) Over the years Jonathan
became a friend of a prominent Nghlwa speaker,
Jules Balle, who along with a group of other
Gwa developed the Society for the Promotion
The
of Cote
d’Ivoire, Besides
the Rev. developing
Pierrette
ofdirector
the Nghlwa
Language.
Ayite-Beugre, gives an address to the crowd.
literacy materials, they have already made a lot of
headway in the translation of the New Testament,
50 Years
in Cote d’Ivoire
receiving funding from Wycliffe.
n 1970 During
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the end ofofficially
2017, taking
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The
celebration
of
Jonathan’s ashes back, Mr. Balle and his family
this event, which was first scheduled for 2020, was
invited my children and me to their home for
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n November 2020 I had a chance to celebrate in
the day before I left, a delegation of 5 Nghlwa
person my granddaughter Olivia’s first birthday.
ladies from the Committee visited me in Abidjan,
Covid had prevented a trip to Seattle in April 2020 so
to give their condolences on Jonathan’s death in
this was the first time I’d seen her since her birth.

gratitude for the encouragement he had given
them.

California, Again
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postponed to April 24, 2021. It was a day of rejoicing
for the 19 New Testaments and the two whole Bibles
translated and distributed to language communities
during these years. Jonathan and I arrived in 1973 and
were part of the first wave. In those days it tended
to take 20 years to complete a New Testament. The
incredible strides in computer helps along with the
mother-tongue speakers who now direct most of the
translation projects and are increasingly moving into
the consultant roles indicate that the next 50 years
will be more productive than the first 50.
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or Christmas
I went to
California to
enjoy the holiday with
my older daughter’s
family. My younger
daughter, Mary, flew
in from Wash, D.C.,
also. The day after
Christmas, we visited
the lovely J.P. Getty
Museum.
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Christmas 2020
headed
out West
again for Christmas. This time I
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was in Laguna Beach, CA, with my daughter, son-inn Feb. 23
law, and their two boys.

my mother,

Is it Over Yet?
It’s been over a year since the Covid
Barbara
pandemic disrupted our lives. We are blessed in the
Beaudway, celebrated
US to be able to see things returning to normal. I pray
her 99th birthday. By
that all of you got through this time with minimal
the grace of God, she
pain and stress. It’s far from over in some parts of the
is in good health.
world. Let’s keep them in our hearts and prayers.

Lutheran
Translators
Lutheran
BibleBible
Translators
PO789
Box 789
PO Box
Concordia,
MO 64020
Concordia,
MO 64020
www.LBT.org
www.LBT.org
Wycliffe
Translators
Wycliffe
BibleBible
Translators
PO628200
Box 628200
PO Box
Orlando,
FL 32862-8200
Orlando,
FL 32862-8200
www.WYCLIFFE.org
www.WYCLIFFE.org

Lutheran
Translators
and Wycliffe
Translators
accept
tax-deductible
contributions
by or
mail
or
Lutheran
BibleBible
Translators
and Wycliffe
BibleBible
Translators
accept
tax-deductible
contributions
by mail
online
onlineoratWYCLIFFE.org.
LBT.org or WYCLIFFE.org.
If by mail,
please
includenote
a separate
note“Preference
indicating, “Preference
for the
at LBT.org
If by mail, please
include
a separate
indicating,
for the LBT/Wycliffe
LBT/Wycliffe
of Nancy
Burmeister.”
ministry
of Nancy ministry
Burmeister.
”

